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Correlation Matrix of NAEYC Standards for Early Childhood Professional Preparation  
and Chapter Content of Early Childhood Education Today, 13th Edition, by George S. Morrison

Standard and  
Key Elements Chapter and Topic

1. Promoting Child Development  
and Learning

1a. Knowing and Understanding  
young children's characteristics  
and needs

1b. Knowing and Understanding the  
multiple influences on development  
and learning

1c. Using developmental knowledge  
to create healthy, respectful,  
supportive, and challenging  
learning environments

All Chapters: Accommodating Diverse Learners
1: Standard 1: Promoting Child Development  
and Learning
2: Contemporary Issues: Children, Families, and You
2: Voice From The Field: How to Help English 
Language Learners Succeed: Competency Builder
2: Hot Topics in Early Childhood Education
2: Preventing Violence, Bullying, and Abuse
3: Voice from the Field: How to Evaluate 
Environments for Young Children
3: Developmentally Appropriate Assessment
3: Selecting Developmentally Appropriate  
Assessment Practices
3: Figures 3.8 and 3.9
5: Active Learning
5: Zone of Proximal Development
6: Demand for Quality Early Childhood Programs
6: The Montessori Method
6: HighScope: A Constructivist Curriculum
6: Reggio Emilia Approach
6: The Project Approach
7: The World of Child Care

9: What Are Infants and Toddlers Like?
9: Quality Infant and Toddler Programs and  
Environments
10: School Readiness and Young Children
10: Play and Preschool Children
11: Environments For Kindergarteners
11: What Are Kindergarten Children Like?
12: What Are Children in Grades One to Three Like?
14: Guiding Behavior in a Community of Learners
14: Voice from the Field: How To Guide Children  
to Help Ensure Their Success: Competency Builder
14: Voice from the Field: Teaching Peace and Conflict 
Resolution in the Classroom
14: Figure 14.3: Guiding The Whole Child
15: Teaching and Multicultural Infusion
15: Voice from the Field: How To Create Classroom 
Environments That Support Living and Learning
16: Children with Disabilities
16: Children Who Are Gifted and Talented
16: Children Who Are Abused and Neglected
16: Children Who Are Homeless
17: New Views of Parent/Family Partnerships

2. Building Family and  
Community Relationships

2a. Knowing about understanding 
family community characteristics

2b. Supporting and empowering 
families and community through 
respectful reciprocal relationships

2c. Involving families and communities 
in their children's development and 
learning

1: Standard 2: Building Family and Community 
Relationships
1: Voice from the Field: Tools for Teaching Tolerance 
to Young Children
2: Contemporary Issues: Children, Families, and You
2: Providing for Cultural Diversity
6: Providing for Diversity and Disability
7: Types of Child Care Programs
10: Why Are Preschools so Popular?
13: Parents and Technology
15: The Cultures of our Children

15: Multicultural Awareness
15: Foster Multicultural Awareness
15: Implement an Antibias Curriculum and Activities
15: Use Conflict-Resolution Strategies and Promote 
Peaceful Living
15: Welcome Parent and Community Involvement
17: New Views of Parent/Family Partnerships
17: Changing Families: Changing Involvement
17: Community Involvement
17: Parents, Children, and School Absenteeism

3. Observing, Documenting,  
and Assessing to Support  
Young Children and Families

3a. Understanding the goals, benefits, 
and uses of assessment

3b. Knowing about and using 
observation, documentation, and  
other appropriate assessment tools 
and approaches

3c. Understanding and practicing 
responsible assessment to promote 
positive outcomes for each child

3d. Knowing about assessment 
partnerships with families and  
with professional colleagues

1: Standard 3: Observing, Documenting, and 
Assessing To Support Children and Families
2: Voice from the Field: How to Help English 
Language Learners Succeed: Competency Builder
3: What Is Assessment?
3: Classroom Assessment
3: The Power of Observation
3: Assessments for School Readiness
3: What Are Critical Assessment Issues?
6: The Teacher's Role
6: Curriculum and Practices
6. Active Learning
7: Program Accreditation
10: School Readiness and Young Children

10: Early Intervention
11: The Kindergarten Today
11: Retention
11: The Kindergarten Curriculum
12: Common Core State Standards
12: Figure 12.3: The Three Tiers of Continuous 
Intervention/Instruction
15: Assess Your Attitude Toward Children
15: Select Appropriate Instructional Materials
15: Teaching English Language Learners
16: Individuals With Disabilities Education  
Act (IDEA)
16: Instructional Strategies for Teaching Children 
with Disabilities
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Standard and  
Key Elements Chapter and Topic

4. Using Developmentally  
Effective Approaches to Connect 
with Children and Families

4a. Understanding positive 
relationships and supportive 
interactions as the foundation  
of their work with children

4b. Knowing and understanding 
effective strategies and tools for early 
education

4c. Using a broad repertoire of 
developmentally appropriate teaching/
learning approaches

4d. Reflecting on their own practice  
to promote positive outcomes for  
each child

1: Standard 4: Using Developmentally Effective 
Approaches to Connect with Children and Families
2: Voice from the Field: How To Help English 
Language Learners Succeed: Competency Builder
4: Voice from the Field: How to Teach in a Child-
Centered Program
5: Piaget and Constructivist Learning Theory
5: Vygotsky and Sociocultural Theory
5: Maslow and Self-Actualizing Theory
5: Erikson and Psychosocial Development
5: Gardner and Multiple Intelligences Theory
5: Bronfenbrenner and Ecological Theory
6: The Montessori Method
6: HighScope: A Constructivist Curriculum
6: Reggio Emilia Approach

6: The Project Approach
11: Developmentally Appropriate Practice
13: Technology and Special Childhood Populations
13: Integrating Technology in Early Childhood Programs
13: Voice from the Field: How to Use Technology 
as a Scaffolding Tool in the Preschool Classroom: 
Competency Builder
14: A Social Constructivist Approach to Guiding Children
14: Ten Steps to Guiding Behavior
14: Figure 14.1: The Zone of Proximal Development 
Applied to Guiding Behavior
15: Teaching English Language Learners
15: Select Appropriate Instructional Materials
17: Entire Chapter 17

5. Using Content Knowledge  
to Build Meaningful Curriculum

5a. Understanding content knowledge 
and resources in academic disciplines

5b. Knowing and using the central 
concepts, inquiry tools, and structures 
of content areas or academic 
disciplines

5c. Using their own knowledge, 
appropriate early learning standards, 
and other resources to design, 
implement, and evaluate meaningful, 
challenging curricula for each child

1: Standard 5: Using Content Knowledge to Build 
Meaningful Curriculum
7: What Constitutes Quality Care and Education?
8: Head Start Programs
8: Federal Programs and Early Childhood
8: Federal and State Learning Standards
9: Research and Infant/Toddler Education
10. What Are Preschools Like?
10: The Future of Preschool
10: The New Preschool: Curriculum, Guidelines,  
and Goals
11: The Kindergarten Curriculum
11: Lesson Plan: A Literacy 5E Lesson

11: Voice from the Field: The Kindergarten 
Achievement Gap Begins Before Kindergarten
11: Figure 11.1 Reading/Literacy Instructional 
Terminology
12: Curriculum in the Primary Grades
12: Voice from the Field: How to Use Literature 
Circles in Elementary Grades
12: Lesson Plan: 5E Math Lesson Plan: Geometry
13: Voice from the Field: Best Practices for Teaching 
with Technology
15: Teaching and Multicultural Infusion
15: Implement an Antibias Curriculum and Activities
All Chapters: Accommodating Diverse Learners

6. Becoming a Professional

6a. Identifying and involving oneself 
with the early childhood field

6b. Knowing about and upholding 
ethical standards and other 
professional guidelines

6c. Engaging in continuous, 
collaborative learning to inform 
practice

6d. Integrating knowledgeable, 
reflective, and critical perspectives on 
early education

6e. Engaging in informed advocacy for 
children and the profession

1: Standard 6: Becoming a Professional
1: The CDA Program
1: Who Is an Early Childhood Professional?
4: Why Is the Past Important?
4: History and Historical Figures
4: Views of Children Through the Ages
5: Voice from the Field: Applying Maslow's Hierarchy 
to a Third Grade Classroom
6: The Teacher's Role
7: Professional Staff Development
7: Program Accreditation
8: Common Core Standards and Professional 
Development Go Hand in Hand
9: Research and Infant/Toddler Education
12: Common Core State Standards
15: America the Multicultural
15: Developing Your Cultural Competence
All Chapters: Activities for Professional Development

Note: The Standards and Key Elements are from NAEYC. “NAEYC Standards for Early Childhood Professional Preparation Programs.” Position statement. Washington, DC: 
NAEYC. Reprinted with permission from the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC). Copyright © 2009 by NAEYC. Full text of all NAEYC posi-
tion statements is available at www.naeyc.org/positionstatements. These correlations are suggested by the author.
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To

whose life is full of grace and who  
lives the true meaning of love every day.
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 George S. Morrison is professor of early childhood education at the University 
of North Texas where he teaches early childhood education and development to 
undergraduates and mentors masters and doctoral students. He is an experienced 
teacher and principal in the public schools.

Professor Morrison’s accomplishments include a Distinguished Academic Service  
Award from the Pennsylvania Department of Education, Outstanding Service and 
Teaching Awards from Florida International University, and the College of Education 
Faculty Teaching Excellence Award at the University of North Texas. His books in­
clude Early Childhood Education Today; Fundamentals of Early Childhood Education,  
Seventh Edition; and Teaching in America, Fifth Edition. Professor Morrison has 
also written books about the education and development of infants, toddlers, and 
preschoolers; child development; the contemporary curriculum; and parent/family/ 
community involvement.

Dr. Morrison is a popular author, speaker, and presenter. He is Senior Contribut­
ing Editor for the Public School Montessorian. His research and presentations focus 
on the globalization of early childhood education, the influence of contemporary edu­
cational reforms on education, and the application of best practices to early child­
hood education. Professor Morrison also lectures and gives keynote addresses on early 
childhood education and development in Thailand, Taiwan, China, South Korea, and 
the Philippines.

4

Professor Morrison 
with mentor teacher 
Wendy Schwind, intern 
Meagan Brewer, and 
children at Caprock 
Elementary, Keller (TX) 
ISD. Professor Morrison 
regularly supervises 
student interns from the 
University of North Texas 
and participates in various 
school-based activities.
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 Changes are sweeping across the early childhood landscape, transforming our profes­
sion before our eyes! These changes create exciting possibilities for you and all early 
childhood professionals. We discuss these changes in every chapter of Early Childhood 
Education Today, which is designed to keep you current and on the cutting edge of 
early childhood teaching practice.

Changes in early childhood education and development bring both opportuni­
ties and challenges. Opportunities are endless for you to participate in the ongoing 
re-creation of the early childhood profession. In fact, creating and re-creating the early 
childhood profession is one of your constant professional roles. This means you have 
to create and constantly re-create yourself as an early childhood professional. Early 
Childhood Education Today helps you achieve this professional goal. The challenges 
involved in reforming the profession include collaboration, hard work, and constant 
dedication to achieving high-quality education for all children. I hope you will take 
full advantage of these opportunities to help all children learn the knowledge and 
skills they need to succeed in school and life. I believe how you and I respond to the 
opportunities we have in front of us today will determine the future of early childhood 
education. This text helps you learn what it takes to understand and teach young chil­
dren and how to provide them the support they and their families need and deserve.

New to This Edition
In the thirteenth edition, you can expect the following:

•	 Increased focus on practical and applicable content, which provides you with 
instructional practices you can take into the classroom. Every chapter specifically 
outlines and identifies through Implications for Teaching headings what teachers 
can do in their classrooms to help children learn and grow.

•	 Seven new Voice from the Field and Voice from the Field: Competency Builder 
features.

•	 A refocused emphasis on the professional goals and responsibilities of early 
childhood teachers today. Every chapter focuses on the contemporary societal 
and educational issues that influence what teachers teach and how they teach 
and the professional practices teachers need to be successful.

•	 An expanded discussion of teaching with standards, including state standards, 
Common Core State Standards, and professional organization standards. Teach­
ing today is truly standard-based, and this new edition provides you with an 
understanding of how important standards are in today’s classroom.

•	 An increased emphasis on how teachers can incorporate culturally appropriate 
and respectful practices into their teaching and learning.

•	 An expanded discussion of the integration of technology through teaching 
and learning. This expanded discussion is demonstrated by more examples of 
how teachers use technology to teach and by a new 5E lesson plan specifically  
designed around teaching with technology.

5

A01_MORR9604_13_GE_FM.indd   5 7/23/14   10:51 PM



6

# 150231   Cust: Pearson   Au: Morrison  Pg. No. 6 
Title: Early Childhood Education Today/ 13e     Server:                           

C/M/Y/K 
Short / Normal 

DESIGN SERVICES OF

S4carlisle
Publishing Services

Preface

•	 An expanded discussion with many examples of the teacher’s role in observation 
and assessment of children’s learning and how to use observation and assess-
ment to enhance instructional practices.

•	 New Ethical Dilemmas at the end of the chapters which involve you in issues and 
dilemmas from contemporary classrooms.
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themes of this book

Early Childhood Education Today, Thirteenth Edition, integrates thirteen critical 
themes that are foundational to the field today.

	 1.	 The importance of children’s literacy development. As more school districts 
move toward complying with legislation that requires children to read on grade 
level by grade 3, you must know how to promote children’s reading achieve­
ment so that all children can learn and be successful.

	 2.	 The growing number of diverse children in America’s classrooms today and  
implications of this demographic shift for your teaching and learning.

	 3.	 The importance of developmentally appropriate practices (DAP) and the applica­
tion of these practices to all aspects of early childhood programs and classroom 
activities. With today’s emphasis on academic achievement, this text anchors 
your professional practice in DAP, beginning in Chapter 1.

	 4.	 The effects of the Great Recession on children and their families. More children 
and families have slipped below the poverty line. Many of your children will 
come to school unprepared to meet the challenges of preschool or kindergar­
ten. This text helps you educate all children and close the achievement gaps 
that exist between children in poverty and their more economically advantaged 
peers.

	 5.	 The integration of the fields of special education and early childhood education. 
Increasingly, special education practices are influencing early childhood prac­
tices. This text helps you understand the integration of the two fields and how 
this integration provides enhanced opportunities for you and the children you 
teach.

	 6.	 The inclusive classroom movement. You will teach in an inclusive classroom. 
This text prepares you to be an inclusive teacher of all young children regard­
less of disability, in the least restrictive environment possible.

	 7.	 School readiness. How to help families get their children ready for school and 
how to promote children’s school readiness is at the forefront of issues facing 
society today. This text provides you with helpful information, ideas, and strate­
gies that enable you to close the readiness gaps that exist across ethnic, gender, 
linguistic, and socioeconomic backgrounds.

	 8.	 The emphasis on teacher accountability for student achievement. Today, early 
childhood teachers—indeed, all teachers—are accountable for how, what, and 
to what extent children learn. This text helps you meet this challenge confi­
dently and boldly; it provides you with step-by-step strategies for helping all 
children learn in developmentally appropriate ways.

	 9.	 The integration of STEM (science, technology, engineering, and mathematics) 
subjects into the curriculum. STEM subjects are considered to be of great impor­
tance by the nation’s business leaders and constitute the foundation for provid­
ing a well-trained and educated workforce.

	10.	 A renewed emphasis on providing for children’s mental health. With the shoot­
ings at Sandy Hook Elementary School and other violent tragedies around the 
nation, society is demanding that the nation’s schools provide for children’s 
healthy social and emotional development.

7
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	11.	 The use of technology to support children’s learning. Contemporary teachers are 
savvy users of technology to promote children’s learning and their own profes­
sional development. This text helps you gain the technological skills you need to 
teach in today’s classroom. Practicing teachers provide you practical technological 
examples for how to use technology to support teaching and learning in Voices 
from the Field as well as in Chapter 13.

	12.	 Ongoing professional development. As an early childhood professional, you will 
be constantly challenged to create and re-create yourself as society and profes­
sional practices change. Early Childhood Education Today helps you be the 
professional you need to be by explaining the competencies you’ll need in the 
classroom today. See Seventeen Competencies for Becoming a Professional in 
Chapter 1 (Figure 1.6), which can guide your development.

	13.	 Guiding children’s behavior and promoting children’s ability to be responsible 
for their own behavior.

Preface
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9

The thirteenth edition of Early Childhood Education Today includes numerous fea­
tures designed to illustrate developmentally appropriate practice and provide a frame­
work for you to reflect on and apply the chapter content. Here are a few things to 
look for:

 	 A new modular chapter organization built 
around critical learning outcomes and aligned 
to professional standards

•	 New chapter-opening learning out-
comes. Clarifying exactly what you will learn in the 
chapter, these learning outcomes align with the major 
text sections of the chapter. 

  	 Features contributed by early childhood educators that dem-
onstrate authentic developmentally appropriate practices from 
around the country

•	 Voice from the Field. Teachers’ authentic voices play a major role  
in illustrating authentic practices. Voice from the 
Field features enable practicing 
teachers to explain to you their 
philosophies, beliefs, and pro­
gram practices. These teachers 
mentor you as they relate how 
they practice early childhood edu­
cation. Among the contributors are 
professionals who are Teachers of 
the Year, have received prestigious 
awards, and have national board 
certification.

•	 Voice From the Field: Com-
petency Builder. The Voice 
from the Field features that are la­
beled as Competency Builders are 
designed to build your competence 
and confidence in performing essen­
tial teaching tasks, step by step.

    CHAPTER 

        

  LEARNING OUTCOMES 

  1.   Explain what kindergarten is like today.    

  2.   Describe high-quality environments for kindergarten children.    

  3.   List the physical, social-emotional, and cognitive 

characteristics of kindergartners.    

  4.   Explain what the kindergarten curriculum is like.    

  5.   List the ways in which you can accommodate diverse 

kindergarten learners.      

 KINDERGARTEN 
EDUCATION 

 Learning All You Need to Know            

 Using Blocks to Help Preschoolers 

Build Mathematical Skills 

 Froebel, the father of kindergarten, introduced blocks to 

the early childhood curriculum with his creation of gifts. 

Froebel developed these materials to facilitate children’s 

creativity and provide opportunities for them to construct 

geometric forms. Many preschool classrooms today have a 

block center or area dedicated to block play. These play 

areas include a variety of blocks that vary in size, shape, 

color, and texture. When children have time to explore and 

experiment with these resources, they have the opportu-

nity to develop the foundation for mathematical concepts 

related to algebra, geometry, and measurement. 

 When including blocks in the early childhood math-

ematics classroom, consider the following ideas. 

     Use a Variety of Instructional Approaches

   •    Give children time to explore freely with 

blocks during center time as well as other 

times during the day. Providing opportuni-

ties for free play allows children to develop 

various intuitive geometric concepts and 

problem-solving skills while tapping 

into their innate mathematical interest 

about the world around them.  

  •    Informally guide children’s individual 

block play to help them connect prior learn-

ing experiences or deepen their understand-

ing of a concept. Pose questions about the children’s 

play to provoke mathematical conversations. For 

example, when a child sorts blocks into different 

groups, ask the child about these groupings with 

questions such as: 

   •   Why did you put these blocks together?  

  •   What other blocks could you put into this group?  

  •   What is the name of this group?    

  •   Use blocks in small group or whole group instruction 

to introduce or review mathematical concepts such as 

counting or identifying various shapes.    

  Provide Children with Different Types 

of Blocks to Explore  

 Incorporate a variety of manipulatives— 

including different types of blocks—for young 

children to use in the preschool classroom. Providing 

these materials will allow children to explore mathemati-

cal concepts such as sorting, patterns, measurement, and 

geometry. The accompanying table lists some of the com-

mon types of blocks used in preschool classrooms and 

some of the mathematical concepts children develop when 

using these materials. 

COMPETENCY BUILDERCOMPETENCY BUILDER

 VOICE FROM THE  

290

ST
EP1

ST
EP2

 Type of Block 
 Mathematical Concepts  Examples 

 Building/architect blocks  Patterns, sorting, geometry, measure-

ment, spatial relationships, counting 
 Children will build various structures with 

these materials. Consider playing an “I 

Spy” type of game where children �nd 

different shapes in their creations. 

 Pattern blocks 
 Patterns, sorting, geometry, measure-

ment, spatial relationships, counting 
 Children can practice making patterns 

with these blocks or creating “new” 

shapes. 

 Snap cubes 
 Patterns, sorting, measurement, counting  Children can use blocks to determine the 

length/width of various objects in the 

room. 
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 Planning for teaching is a lot like planning for a trip: There are certain essential steps you should follow if you want 

children to learn new things and for them and you to have a good time! 

   •   Identifying goals and objectives for teaching and learning is like identifying your destination (e.g., New York City).  

  •   Selecting the methods you will use is like deciding how you are going to get to New York—by car, bus, train, or plane.  

  •   Selecting the materials you will need is similar to selecting what you will need on your trip—clothing, suitcase, 

tickets, maps.  

  •   Selecting speci�c activities is like selecting what you will do when you get to New York—walk in Central Park, visit 

Chinatown, or zip to the top of the Empire State Building.  

  •   Evaluation and assessment come into play after you have taught your lesson, just as you would assess whether you 

had a good time on your trip.   

 Here are four steps to follow: 

  PLANNING AND TEACHING: LESSON PLANS FOR PRESCHOOLERS     Lesson Planning in the Preschool 

295

  STEP 1 

  Identify the Goals and Objectives of Your Lesson 

 You may �nd goals and objectives already selected for you in state or local standards. 

 Your lesson will need to address all of the goals in an integrated way. Remember, however, that although state 

standards set goals, you have the creativity to teach your way using your professional knowledge, talents, and abilities.   

  STEP 2 

  Select the Materials You Will Need 

 Compile a list of materials that you will need to execute the activity. Are the materials safe and developmentally appropriate?   

  STEP 3 

  Select Activities and Adapt Them for Individual Needs 

 As you develop activities, keep in mind children’s prior knowledge, their cultural backgrounds, and their individual and 

collective interests, and use them as a basis for your activities.   

  STEP 4 

  Assessment/Evaluation 

 Determine how you will assess what your children learned. Relate your assessment to the standards and your lesson plan 

objectives. Here is how Shannon Keller plans for her preschool children. Notice how Shannon achieves the four steps 

discussed above. 

  IT ALL “QUACKS” UP  

 (2- to 3-day lesson on addition)   

  IDENTIFY GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

  2008 Texas Prekindergarten Guidelines V.A. 8:  Child uses concrete models or makes verbal word problems for adding 

up to �ve objects 

•	 Lesson Plans. Planning for teach­
ing and learning constitutes an important 
dimension of your role as a professional. 
This is especially true today, with the em­
phasis on ensuring that children learn 
what is mandated by state standards. The 
lesson plans in this text, found in chap­
ters 9–13, follow the 5E Model (engage, 
explore, explain, extend, and evaluate). 
They enable you to look over the shoulder 
of experienced teachers and observe how 
they plans for instruction. These award-
winning teachers share with you plans to 
ensure that their children learn important 
knowledge and skills.

 OF PRESCHOOLERS 

  General Description  3 years old, Middle Eastern male; friendly, talkative, cheerful; fascinated with 

trucks; has traveled to many countries; lives with father, mother, and younger brother; both parents are 

attending graduate school  

  General Description  4 years old, African American female; very bright and talkative with a great 

 personality; makes friends easily; always happy; lives with mother, father, and 2 older siblings  

  Developmentally Appropriate Questions: 

  •    Aidross encourages his classmates to follow classroom 

rules. How would you develop a learning situation in 

which Aidross can be a team leader and help other chil-

dren who don’t follow the classroom rules?   

  •    Transition times are often dif�cult for children and teach-

ers because children can and do engage in inappropriate 

activities. What would you do to help Aidross, who 

doesn’t like to stop an activity and transition, and others 

develop transition routines?   

  •    Jamilah seems to have the ability to make “right” 

choices. How would you let Jamilah help her peers learn 

to make “right” choices?    

   AIDROSS   

   JAMILAH   

276

  Source:  Contributed by Principal Felicia Sprayberry and teachers at the Popo and Lupe Gonzalez School for Young Children, Denton 

ISD, Denton, Texas. 

 Social-Emotional  Cognitive/Language  Motor  Adaptive (Daily Living) 

   •   Beginning to encourage 

classmates to follow class-

room rules  

  •   Becomes upset when asked 

to stop a preferred activity 

during transition times  

  •   Shows concern when class-

mates are sad/upset  

  •   Developing a preference 

for playing with 2 to 3 

classmates   

   •   Can count objects up to 10 

with 1 to 1 correspondence  

  •   Tells a story using pictures  

  •   Can identify names of class-

mates in print  

  •   Enjoys answering questions 

during whole group time   

   •   Writes name independently  

  •   Uses tweezers to pick up 

small objects  

  •   Uses scissors to cut out 

simple shapes  

  •   Kicks a ball to a friend  

  •   Can hop on one foot   

   •   Uses toilet independently  

  •   Usually washes hands with-

out prompting  

  •   Dresses self independently; 

can use Velcro fasteners but 

needs help with laces  

  •   Uses eating utensils 

appropriately  

  •   Follows classroom routines 

easily (takes out folder and 

puts his backpack away)   

 Social-Emotional  Cognitive/Language  Motor  Adaptive (Daily Living) 

   •   Engages in cooperative play 

on her own  

  •   Takes turns voluntarily  

  •   Enjoys helping others  

  •   Learns from her mistakes  

  •   Helps others make the right 

choices   

   •   Rote counts to 35 and can 

use 1 to1 correspondence 

up to 35  

  •   Can answer “why” questions  

  •   Can pick out nonrhyming 

words out of a set of 3  

  •   Can sort objects by 

attributes   

   •   Creates movements to the 

beat of music  

  •   Can gallop, jump, skip, and 

hop on one foot  

  •   Uses writing tools correctly  

  •   Able to cut out shapes and 

objects such as butter�ies 

and frogs   

   •   Able to make appropriate 

decisions when it comes to 

safety  

  •   Able to dress herself  

  •   Can tie her shoes  

  •   Understands the order of 

daily routines   

�	 Features that show you real children and early childhood settings 
in action.

•	 New Video Examples. In each chapter at least one video is included 
that illustrates text concepts and provides a window into the real world of 
teaching young children.

•	 Portraits of Children. In a text 
about children, it is sometimes easy to 
think about them in the abstract. The 
Portraits of Children found in Chapters 9  
through 12 are designed to ensure that 
you consider children as individuals 
as we discuss how to teach them. The 
features present authentic portraits of 
real children from all cultures and back­
grounds, enrolled in real child care, 
preschool, and primary-grade programs 
across the United States. Each portrait 
includes developmental information 
across four domains: social-emotional, 
cognitive, motor, and adaptive (daily liv­
ing). Accompanying questions challenge 

you to think and reflect about how you would provide for these children’s 
educational and social needs if they were in your classroom.

	 Chapter-ending Activities for Professional Development.

•	 Ethical Dilemmas. As an early childhood professional you will inevi­
tably face difficult choices in your career that require you to have a solid 
understanding of ethical responsibility and best practices. To that end, each 
chapter includes an ethical dilemma based on facts, current issues, and real-
life situations faced by early childhood professionals today. They present dif­
ficult decisions early childhood professionals have to make. These ethical 
dilemmas help you build a better understanding of what it means to think like 
a professional and to respond appropriately in complicated and potentially 
compromising situations.
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•	 Activities to Apply What You Have Learned. Here we revisit 
the chapter-opening learning outcomes and provide one activity per learning 
outcome to help you assess your content knowledge and/or apply your un­
derstanding of that content. For each set of questions, one has been labeled a 
“key assessment,” meaning that it is designed around a critical concept in the 
chapter. For these assessments, a rubric is provided to help guide your work 
(and to help your instructor evaluate it).

•	 Glossary Terms and Definitions. Keeping track of important key 
terms is a problem often associated with reading and studying. Key terms and 
concepts are defined in the text as they are presented and are also placed in 
page margins. In this way, you have immediate access to them for reflection 
and review, and they maximize your study time by helping you retain essen­
tial knowledge. A glossary of terms at the end of the book incorporates all of 
the definitions and terms found in the margin notes, providing a quick refer­
ence for study and reflection. 

Supplements to the Text
The supplements for the thirteenth edition are revised, upgraded, and available for in­
structors to download on www.pearsonglobaleditions.com/Morrison. Instructors enter 
the author or title of this book, select this particular edition of the book, and then click 
on the “Resources” tab to log in and download textbook supplements.

Instructor’s Resource Manual This manual contains chapter overviews 
and activity ideas to enhance chapter concepts.

Test Bank The Test Bank includes a variety of test items, including multiple choice, 
true/false, and short answer items.

TestGen Computerized Test Bank TestGen is a powerful assessment 
generation program available exclusively from Pearson that helps instructors easily 
create quizzes and exams. You install TestGen on your personal computer (Windows 
or Macintosh) and create your own exams for print or online use. It contains a set of 
test items organized by chapter, based on this textbook’s contents. The items are the 
same as those in the Test Bank. The tests can be downloaded in a variety of learning 
management system formats.

PowerPoint Slides PowerPoint slides highlight key concepts and strategies in 
each chapter and enhance lectures and discussions.

Acknowledgments
In the course of my teaching, service, consulting, and writing, I meet and talk with 
many early childhood professionals who are deeply dedicated to doing their best for 
young children and their families. I am always touched, heartened, and encouraged by 
the openness, honesty, and unselfish sharing of ideas that characterize my professional 
colleagues. I thank all the individuals who contributed to the Voice from the Field fea­
tures and other program descriptions. They are all credited for sharing their personal 
accounts of their lives, their children’s lives, and their programs.

I am blessed to work with my colleagues at Pearson. My editor, Julie Peters, is 
bright, savvy, and always relentless in her efforts to make Early Childhood Education 

A01_MORR9604_13_GE_FM.indd   11 7/23/14   10:51 PM



12

# 150231   Cust: Pearson   Au: Morrison  Pg. No. 12 
Title: Early Childhood Education Today/ 13e     Server:                           

C/M/Y/K 
Short / Normal 

DESIGN SERVICES OF

S4carlisle
Publishing Services

Today the best. Julie continues to be a constant source of creative and exciting ideas. 
Development Editor Christie Robb is a pleasure to work with. Christie is focused on 
providing a high-quality textbook for the early childhood profession. For every step in 
the writing, editing, and publishing process, Christie centered our attention on getting 
the job done. Project Managers Laura Messerly and Angela Williams Urquhart (Thistle 
Hill Publishing Services) are very attentive to detail and make sure every part of the 
production process is done right and that we meet all production deadlines.

I want to especially thank my outstanding student assistant Cassandra Cardwell. 
Cassie participated in the revision of Early Childhood Education Today, Thirteenth 
Edition, from the beginning and has been indispensable in assisting with the research 
and the many details necessary to publish a high-quality textbook. Cassie brought her 
outstanding organizational skills, intellect, and professionalism to the revision process. 
I am grateful and thankful to her for this. I would also like to thank student research­
ers Dylan Lee, Jerrica Anderson, and Amanda Bower for their help and support.

Finally, I want to thank the reviewers: Sabine Gerhardt, University of Akron;  
Kathleen Head, Lorain County Community College; Robin Johns, Ashland Community 
and Technical College; Tara Mathien, Harper College; and Elvia Rivero, Oxnard College.

Pearson would like to thank the following contributors and reviewers for their work 
on the Global Edition:

Contributor:
Nazariah Shar’ie Janon, International Islamic University, Malaysia

Reviewers:
Gaysu R. Arvind, University of Delhi; Gunjan Sharma, Ambedkar University, New Delhi; 
Nektarios Stellakis, University of Patras, Greece and regional vice-president for Europe 
of World Organization for Early Childhood Education

Preface

A01_MORR9604_13_GE_FM.indd   12 7/23/14   10:51 PM



# 150231   Cust: Pearson   Au: Morrison  Pg. No. 13 
Title: Early Childhood Education Today/ 13e     Server:                           

C/M/Y/K 
Short / Normal 

DESIGN SERVICES OF

S4carlisle
Publishing Services

13

PART 1 | EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Being an Early Childhood Educator: You and the Path Ahead  26
Dealing with Current Issues: Influences on Children and Families  60
Evaluation for Effective Teaching and Learning: How to Use Observation 
and Assessment in Class  88

PART 2 | FOUNDATIONS: HISTORY AND THEORIES 
The Story of Early Childhood Education: History and Future Perspectives  124
Theories Applied to Education: Foundations for Practice  152

PART 3 | PROGRAMS AND SERVICES FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 
Early Childhood Programs: Applying Theories in the Classroom  180
Child Care: Meeting the Needs of Children and Families  206
Federal and State Governments: Supporting Children  228

PART 4 | TEACHING TODAY’S YOUNG CHILDREN: LINKING DEVELOPMENT AND LEARNING 
Infants and Toddlers: Foundation Years for Education  258
The Preschool Years: Getting Ready for School and Life  296
Kindergarten Education: Environment and Curriculum  336
The Primary Grades: Starting Formal Education  366
Children in the Information Age: Technology and Childhood Education  406

PART 5 | MEETING THE SPECIAL NEEDS OF YOUNG CHILDREN 
Guiding Children: Helping Children Become Responsible  432
Multiculturalism: Growing Up in a Diverse Society  458
Education for Children with Diverse Needs  480
Parents, Families, and the Community: Social Framework for Student Success  520

A01_MORR9604_13_GE_FM.indd   13 7/23/14   10:52 PM



# 150231   Cust: Pearson   Au: Morrison  Pg. No. 14 
Title: Early Childhood Education Today/ 13e     Server:                           

C/M/Y/K 
Short / Normal 

DESIGN SERVICES OF

S4carlisle
Publishing Services

A01_MORR9604_13_GE_FM.indd   14 7/23/14   10:52 PM



# 150231   Cust: Pearson   Au: Morrison  Pg. No. 15 
Title: Early Childhood Education Today/ 13e     Server:                           

C/M/Y/K 
Short / Normal 

DESIGN SERVICES OF

S4carlisle
Publishing Services

15

PART 1
Early Childhood Education and  

Professional Development 

Being an Early Childhood Educator:   
You and the Path Ahead  26

CHANGES IN THE EARLY CHILDHOOD 
PROFESSION  27

WHO IS AN EARLY CHILDHOOD 
PROFESSIONAL?  28

THE SIX STANDARDS OF PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT  28

Standard 1: Promoting Child Development 
and Learning  29

Early Childhood and Special Education and You  30

Standard 2: Building Family and Community 
Relationships  36

Standard 3: Observing, Documenting, and Assessing  
to Support Children and Families  36

Standard 4: Using Developmentally Effective 
Approaches to Connect with Children and Families  37

Standard 5: Using Content Knowledge to Build Meaning 
Curriculum  38

Standard 6: Becoming a Professional  41

Professional Dispositions  45

DAP AND THE EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 
PROFESSIONAL  46

PATHWAYS TO PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT  47
The CDA Program  47

Associate Degree Programs  49

Baccalaureate Degree Programs  49

Alternative Certification Programs  49

Master’s Degree Programs  49

What Are New Roles for Early Childhood Professionals 
Today?  50

I Am a Teacher  54

DEVELOPING A PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION  54
Read  55

Reflect  55

Discuss  56

Write and Share  56

Evaluate  56

ACCOMMODATING DIVERSE LEARNERS  57

ACTIVITIES FOR PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT  58

LINKING TO LEARNING  59

Dealing with Current Issues:  
Influences on Children and Families  60

CONTEMPORARY ISSUES: CHILDREN, FAMILIES 
AND YOU  61

Children of the Great Recession: The Gaps  61

Achievement Gaps  62

Family Issues  65

PREVENTING VIOLENCE, BULLYING,  
AND ABUSE  74

Violence  74

Bullying  75

PROVIDING FOR CULTURAL DIVERSITY  78
Changing Demographics  78

Thinking and Acting Multiculturally  79

Green Schools and Green Curricula  80

ACCOMMODATING DIVERSE LEARNERS  81

HOT TOPICS IN EARLY CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION  84

ACTIVITIES FOR PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT  86

LINKING TO LEARNING  87

A01_MORR9604_13_GE_FM.indd   15 7/23/14   10:52 PM



16

# 150231   Cust: Pearson   Au: Morrison  Pg. No. 16 
Title: Early Childhood Education Today/ 13e     Server:                           

C/M/Y/K 
Short / Normal 

DESIGN SERVICES OF

S4carlisle
Publishing Services

Contents

Evaluation for Effective Teaching 
and Learning:  

How to Use Observation and Assessment in Class  88

WHAT IS ASSESSMENT?  89
Developmentally Appropriate Assessment  90

DEVELOPMENTALLY APPROPRIATE CLASSROOM 
ASSESSMENT  91

Formative Assessment  91

Informal Assessment  91

Authentic Assessment  91

Methods of Authentic Assessment  93

THE POWER OF OBSERVATION  109
Purposes of Observation  110

Advantages of Intentional, Systematic Observation  110

Steps for Conducting Observations  111

ASSESSMENT FOR SCHOOL READINESS  114
Screening  114

WHAT ARE CRITICAL ASSESSMENT ISSUES?  116
Assessment and Accountability  116

Assessment of Children with Disabilities  118

Reporting to and Communicating with Families  119

How Young Is Too Young?  119

ACCOMMODATING DIVERSE LEARNERS  121

ACTIVITIES FOR PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT  122

LINKING TO LEARNING  123

PART 2
Foundations: History and Theories 

The Story of Early Childhood Education:  
History and Future Perspectives  124

WHY IS THE PAST IMPORTANT?  125
Rebirth of Ideas  125

Building the Dream–Again  125

Implementing Current Practice  125

Empowering Professionals  128

Inspiring Professionals  128

HISTORY AND HISTORICAL FIGURES  129
1500–1700: The Foundations  129

1700–1850: From Naturalism to the Kindergarten  130

1850–1950: From a Garden of Children to the Children’s 
House  135

1950–1962: From Politics to Education  137

1962–The Present: From Civil Rights to the Education  
of Today  138

VIEWS OF CHILDREN THROUGH THE AGES  141
Miniature Adults  141

Sinful Children  141

Blank Tablets  142

Growing Plants  142

Property  142

Investments in the Future  143

ACCOMMODATING DIVERSE LEARNERS  148
Implications for Teaching  149

ACTIVITIES FOR PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT  150

LINKING TO LEARNING  151

Theories Applied to Education:  
Foundations for Practice  152

PIAGET AND CONSTRUCTIVIST LEARNING 
THEORY  154

Active Learning  154

Adaptation  155

Piaget’s Stages of Intellectual Development  156

Developmentally Appropriate Practice  160

VYGOTSKY AND SOCIOCULTURAL THEORY  161
Zone of Proximal Development  161

Scaffolding  162

GARDNER AND MULTIPLE INTELLIGENCES 
THEORY  164

BEHAVIORISM AND BEHAVIORAL THEORIES  166
Bandura and Social Learning Theory  167

Accommodating Diverse Learners  168

Applying ABA  168

ERIKSON AND PSYCHOSOCIAL 
DEVELOPMENT  169

Implications for Teaching  170

A01_MORR9604_13_GE_FM.indd   16 7/23/14   10:52 PM



17

# 150231   Cust: Pearson   Au: Morrison  Pg. No. 17 
Title: Early Childhood Education Today/ 13e     Server:                           

C/M/Y/K 
Short / Normal 

DESIGN SERVICES OF

S4carlisle
Publishing Services

﻿Contents

MASLOW AND SELF-ACTUALIZATION THEORY  171
Life Essentials  173

Safety and Security  173

Belonging and Love  173

Achievement and Prestige  174

Aesthetic Needs  174

BRONFENBRENNER AND ECOLOGICAL 
THEORY  175

ACTIVITIES FOR PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT  177

LINKING TO LEARNING  179

PART 3
Programs and Services for Children  

and Families 

Early Childhood Programs:   
Applying Theories in the Classroom  180

DEMAND FOR QUALITY EARLY CHILDHOOD 
PROGRAMS  181

Model Programs and You  182

THE MONTESSORI METHOD  184
Respect for the Child  184

The Absorbent Mind  184

Sensitive Periods  185

Prepared Environment  185

Auto-Education  187

The Teacher’s Role  187

Montessori and Contemporary Practices  188

Providing for Diversity and Disability  188

Montessori at the Apple Store  189

Further Thoughts  191

HIGHSCOPE: A CONSTRUCTIVIST 
CURRICULUM  191

Basic Principles and Goals of the Highscope 
Curriculum  191

Five Elements of the Highscope Curriculum  192

Providing for Diversity and Disability  194

REGGIO EMILIA APPROACH  194
Beliefs About Children and How They Learn  194

Adults’ Roles  195

The Environment  196

Program Practices  196

Providing for Diversity and Disability  197

THE PROJECT APPROACH  199

ACCOMMODATING DIVERSE LEARNERS  199
Closing the Gaps  201

ACTIVITIES FOR PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT  203

LINKING TO LEARNING  205

Child Care:  
Meeting the Needs of Children and Families  206

THE WORLD OF CHILD CARE  207
The Popularity of Child Care  208

Placement in Child Care Programs  209

TYPES OF CHILD CARE PROGRAMS  209
Child Care by Relatives and Friends  209

Family Child Care  210

Intergenerational Child Care  211

Center-Based Child Care  211

Employer-Sponsored Child Care  211

Military Child Care  214

Before- and After-School Care  215

Proprietary Child Care  215

WHAT CONSTITUTES QUALITY CARE  
AND EDUCATION?  216

Program Accreditation  216

Healthy Child Care Environments  217

Research About Childcare and Children  218

Safe Environments  220

Respectful Environments  220

Supportive Environments  221

Challenging Environments  222

Caregiver-to-Child Ratio  222

Professional Staff Development  223

A01_MORR9604_13_GE_FM.indd   17 7/23/14   10:52 PM



18

# 150231   Cust: Pearson   Au: Morrison  Pg. No. 18 
Title: Early Childhood Education Today/ 13e     Server:                           

C/M/Y/K 
Short / Normal 

DESIGN SERVICES OF

S4carlisle
Publishing Services

ACCOMMODATING DIVERSE LEARNERS IN 
CHILD CARE AND OTHER EARLY CHILDHOOD 
PROGRAMS  224

Children of Diverse Cultures  224

Children with Special Needs  225

ACTIVITIES FOR PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT  226

LINKING TO LEARNING  227

Federal and State Governments:   
Supporting Children  228

FEDERAL PROGRAMS AND EARLY 
CHILDHOOD  229

The Economic Opportunity Act of 1964  229

Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA)  229

No Child Left Behind  230

NCLB and Literacy Education  231

HEAD START PROGRAMS  231
Head Start Performance Standards: Education and Child 
Development  232

Program Options  235

Eligibility for Head Start Services  237

Early Head Start  240

Migrant and Seasonal Head Start Program  240

American Indian/Alaska Native Head Start 
Programs  240

Head Start Research  241

Head Start Fade-Out Effect  242

National Nutrition Programs  244

Title I Early Childhood Programs  245

Department of Defense Child Care  246

FEDERAL AND STATE LEARNING  
STANDARDS  246

Foundations of the Standards Movement  247

Common Core State Standards (CCSS)  247

What Are Common Core State Standards?  248

Closing the Achievement Gap with Standards  248

Standards Are Changing Teaching and Learning  251

ACCOMMODATING DIVERSE LEARNERS  253
Inclusion and Collaboration  255

ACTIVITIES FOR PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT  256

LINKING TO LEARNING  257

PART 4
Teaching Today’s Young Children:  

Linking Development and Learning 

Infants and Toddlers:   
Foundation Years for Education  258

WHAT ARE INFANTS AND TODDLERS LIKE?  259
Understanding Child Development  259

Culture and Child Development  262

RESEARCH AND INFANT/TODDLER 
EDUCATION  265

Neural Shearing  265

Synaptogenesis  266

Age-Appropriate Experiences  266

Nature and Nurture  267

MOTOR DEVELOPMENT  267
Basic Principles of Motor Development  267

Toilet Training  268

INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT  269
Assimilation, Accommodation, and Adaptation at Work  270

Stages of Cognitive Development: Sensorimotor 
Intelligence  270

LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT  273
Theories of Language Acquisition  273

Sequence of Language Development  274

Implications for Teaching  277

PSYCHOSOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT  278

Social Behaviors  278

Attachment and Relationships  279

Temperament and Personality Development  281

Infant and Toddler Mental Health  281

QUALITY INFANT AND TODDLER PROGRAMS  
AND ENVIRONMENTS  284

Developmentally Appropriate Programs  284

Curricula for Infants and Toddlers  285

Preparing Environments to Support Infant and Toddler 
Development  285

ACCOMMODATING DIVERSE LEARNERS  291

ACTIVITIES FOR PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT  294

LINKING TO LEARNING  295

Contents

A01_MORR9604_13_GE_FM.indd   18 7/23/14   10:52 PM



19

# 150231   Cust: Pearson   Au: Morrison  Pg. No. 19 
Title: Early Childhood Education Today/ 13e     Server:                           

C/M/Y/K 
Short / Normal 

DESIGN SERVICES OF

S4carlisle
Publishing Services

The Preschool Years:  
Getting Ready for School and Life  296

WHY ARE PRESCHOOLS SO POPULAR?  297
Broad-Based Public Support  297

Working Parents  297

Highly Educated Workforce  297

Equal Opportunity  298

Research Based and Cost Effective  298

Eager to Learn  299

Early Intervention  299

WHAT ARE PRESCHOOLERS LIKE?  299
Physical and Motor Development  299

Social-Emotional Development  301

Cognitive Development  302

Language Development  304

SCHOOL READINESS AND YOUNG CHILDREN  304
School Readiness  304

Readiness for Learning  305

Dimensions of Readiness  308

PLAY AND PRESCHOOL CHILDREN  309
Purposes of Play  309

Value of Play: Literacy  310

Kinds of Play  311

Teachers’ Roles in Promoting Play  313

THE NEW PRESCHOOL: CURRICULUM, 
GUIDELINES, AND GOALS  313

Accommodating Diverse Learners  316

Preschool Goals  317

Literacy in the Preschool  321

Supporting English Language Learners’ Language  
and Literacy Skills  322

The Daily Schedule  324

Helping Preschoolers Make Successful Transitions  330

THE FUTURE OF PRESCHOOL  332
Universal Preschool  332

Rigorous Academic Standards  332

High-Quality Teachers  333

Increased Use of Technology  333

Pre-K–3 Continuum  333

Increased Funding for High-Quality Preschool 
Programs  333

ACTIVITIES FOR PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT  334

LINKING TO LEARNING  335

Kindergarten Education:   
Environment and Curriculum  336

THE KINDERGARTEN TODAY  337
The Changing Kindergarten  337

Who Attends Kindergarten?  339

Kindergarten Programs  339

ENVIRONMENTS FOR KINDERGARTNERS  343
The Healthy Environment  343

The Respectful Environment  345

The Supportive Environment  345

The Challenging Environment  346

The Physical Environment  347

WHAT ARE KINDERGARTEN CHILDREN LIKE?  348
Physical Development  348

Social-Emotional Development  348

Cognitive and Language Development  351

THE KINDERGARTEN CURRICULUM  351
Literacy, Reading, and Kindergarten Children  351

Math in the Kindergarten  359

Science in the Kindergarten  360

Social Studies in the Kindergarten  360

Arts in the Kindergarten  361

Developmentally Appropriate Practice  362

ACCOMMODATING DIVERSE LEARNERS  363

ACTIVITIES FOR PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT  364

LINKING TO LEARNING  365

The Primary Grades:  
Starting Formal Education  366

TEACHING IN GRADES ONE TO THREE  367
The Primary Grades and Contemporary Schooling  367

Learning Contexts  367

WHAT ARE CHILDREN IN GRADES ONE  
TO THREE LIKE?  369

Physical Development  370

﻿Contents

A01_MORR9604_13_GE_FM.indd   19 7/23/14   10:52 PM



20

# 150231   Cust: Pearson   Au: Morrison  Pg. No. 20 
Title: Early Childhood Education Today/ 13e     Server:                           

C/M/Y/K 
Short / Normal 

DESIGN SERVICES OF

S4carlisle
Publishing Services

Motor Development  370

Social Development  372

Emotional Development  373

Cognitive Development  376

Moral Development  376

ENVIRONMENTS THAT SUPPORT LEARNING 
IN THE PRIMARY GRADES  378

The Physical Environment  379

Social Environment  379

Environments That Support Pro-Social and Conflict 
Resolution Education  379

TEACHING AND LEARNING IN GRADES ONE 
TO THREE  380

Does Class Size Make a Difference?  380

Common Core State Standards  381

Differentiated Instruction in the Primary Grades  385

CURRICULUM IN THE PRIMARY GRADES  386
Reading and Language Arts in the Primary Grades  386

Math in the Primary Grades  392

Science in the Primary Grades  396

Arts in the Primary Grades  398

Social Studies in the Primary Grades  398

Teaching Thinking  400

Contemporary Topics in the Primary Grades 
Curriculum  401

Why Is Environmental Education Important?  402

ACCOMMODATING DIVERSE LEARNERS  403

ACTIVITIES FOR PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT  404

LINKING TO LEARNING  405

Children in the Information Age:  
Technology and Childhood Education  406

CHILDREN OF THE iGENERATION  407
Technology: A Definition  407

Technological Integration in Educational Settings  408

Digital Literacy  409

Technology and Social Collaboration  409

Supporting Children’s Technology Use  409

iPads in the Early Childhood Classroom  409

Developmentally Appropriate Technology Use for Young 
Children  413

TECHNOLOGY AND SPECIAL CHILDHOOD 
POPULATIONS  414

Uses of Assistive Technology  414

Benefits of Assistive Technology  415

Accommodating for Social Interaction  415

INTEGRATING TECHNOLOGY IN EARLY 
CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS  417

Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics  417

Integrating Technology in Your Program  418

Using Smart Boards in the Classroom  421

Supervision of Children’s Internet Use  425

Using Technology to Implement Learning Theories  425

PARENTS AND TECHNOLOGY  428
Technology and Parent Participation  428

ACCOMMODATING DIVERSE LEARNERS  429
Goal 1: The Physical Exchange  429

Goal 2: Expanding Spontaneity  429

Goal 3: Picture Discrimination  429

Goal 4: Sentence Structure  430

Goal 5: Responsive and Spontaneous Commenting  430

ACTIVITIES FOR PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT  430

LINKING TO LEARNING  431

PART 5
Meeting the Special Needs of Young 

Children 

Guiding Children:  
Helping Children Become Responsible  432

WHAT IS GUIDING BEHAVIOR?  433
The Importance of Guiding Children’s Behavior  433

GUIDING BEHAVIOR IN A COMMUNITY 
OF LEARNERS  434

The Community of Learners  434

A SOCIAL CONSTRUCTIVIST APPROACH 
TO GUIDING CHILDREN  436

Guiding Behavior in the Zone of Proximal Development 
(ZPD)  436

TEN STEPS TO GUIDING BEHAVIOR  439
Step One: Arrange and Modify the Environment  439

Contents

A01_MORR9604_13_GE_FM.indd   20 7/23/14   10:52 PM



21

# 150231   Cust: Pearson   Au: Morrison  Pg. No. 21 
Title: Early Childhood Education Today/ 13e     Server:                           

C/M/Y/K 
Short / Normal 

DESIGN SERVICES OF

S4carlisle
Publishing Services

Step Two: Establish Appropriate Expectations  441

Step Three: Model Appropriate Behavior  442

Step Four: Guide the Whole Child  445

Step Five: Know and Use Developmentally Appropriate 
Practice  447

Step Six: Meet Children’s Needs  448

Step Seven: Help Children Build New Behaviors  450

Step Eight: Empower Children  451

Step Nine: Use Praise and Encouragement  452

STEP Ten: Develop a Partnership with Parents, Families, 
and Others  453

PHYSICAL PUNISHMENT AND CHILDREN’S 
DEVELOPMENT  454

ACCOMMODATING DIVERSE LEARNERS  455
Tangible Reinforcement  455

Activity-Based Reinforcement  455

Token Reinforcement  455

Social Reinforcement  456

Natural Reinforcement  456

ACTIVITIES FOR PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT  456

LINKING TO LEARNING  457

Multiculturalism:  
Growing Up in a Diverse Society  458

AMERICA THE MULTICULTURAL  459
The Cultures of Our Children  459

Developing Your Cultural Competence  459

“Rules of Engagement” for Being a Culturally 
Responsive Teacher  460

Multicultural Awareness  461

TEACHING AND MULTICULTURAL INFUSION  461
Foster Cultural Awareness  461

Use Conflict-Resolution Strategies and Promote Peaceful 
Living  469

Welcome Parent and Community Involvement  469

TEACHING ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS  472
Fallbrook Union Elementary  473

Panda (Promoting and Nurturing Dynamic 
Academics)  473

Mandarin Chinese  473

Benefits of Panda  474

ELLs: The Challenge of Educating All  474

Supporting English Language Learners  474

Dual Language Programs  475

ACCOMMODATING DIVERSE LEARNERS  477

ACTIVITIES FOR PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT  479

LINKING TO LEARNING  479

Education for Children with 
Diverse Needs  480

CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES  481
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)  482

Inclusive Education  487

Consultation and Collaboration  491

Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD)  493

Children with Attention-Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder  495

Instructional Strategies for Teaching Children 
with Disabilities  502

Hi-Tech or Lo-Tech? Both!  503

CHILDREN WHO ARE GIFTED AND TALENTED  506
Providing for and Accommodating Gifted and Talented 
Children  507

High-Stakes Tests Leave Minority Students Behind  508

CHILDREN WHO ARE ABUSED AND 
NEGLECTED  509

Children as Property  509

Definition of Abuse  509

Reporting Child Abuse  510

CHILDREN WHO ARE HOMELESS  512
Child Outcomes of Being Homeless  512

Combating Homelessness  513

ACCOMMODATING DIVERSE LEARNERS  514

ACTIVITIES FOR PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT  518

LINKING TO LEARNING  518

﻿Contents

A01_MORR9604_13_GE_FM.indd   21 7/23/14   10:52 PM



22

# 150231   Cust: Pearson   Au: Morrison  Pg. No. 22 
Title: Early Childhood Education Today/ 13e     Server:                           

C/M/Y/K 
Short / Normal 

DESIGN SERVICES OF

S4carlisle
Publishing Services

Parents, Families, and the Community:  
Social Framework for Student Success  520

NEW VIEWS OF PARENT/FAMILY 
PARTNERSHIPS  521

Parent Education–Parent Universities  521

Accountability and Reform  521

Involvement Causes Investment  522

CHANGING FAMILIES: CHANGING 
INVOLVEMENT  522

Single-Parent Families  522

Fathers  524

Multigenerational Families  525

Linguistically Diverse Parents and Families  526

Teenage Parents  527

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender (LGBT) 
Families  528

Military Families  530

Prison/Incarcerated Families  531

Implications of Changing Family Patterns  531

TYPES OF PARENT/FAMILY INVOLVEMENT  534
Home Visitation  538

Family Conferences  541

Using Technology to Involve Parents  542

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT  544
Community Resources  544

Benefits of Working with Community Agencies  545

Developing Teacher–Community Agency 
Connections  545

PARENTS, CHILDREN, AND SCHOOL 
ABSENTEEISM  546

PARENTS’ RIGHTS AND ACCOMMODATION 
OF DIVERSE LEARNERS  547

ACTIVITIES FOR PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT  548

LINKING TO LEARNING  549

Appendix  
Time Line: The History of Early Childhood Education  551

Endnotes  555

Glossary  577

Index  585

Credits  601

Contents

A01_MORR9604_13_GE_FM.indd   22 7/23/14   10:52 PM



# 150231   Cust: Pearson   Au: Morrison  Pg. No. 23 
Title: Early Childhood Education Today/ 13e     Server:                           

C/M/Y/K 
Short / Normal 

DESIGN SERVICES OF

S4carlisle
Publishing Services

23

 Tools for Teaching Tolerance to Young Children*  34

Caring and Kindness Are Keys to the Profession  44

The Kindergarten Achievement Gap  63

How to Help English Language Learners Succeed*  82

How to Evaluate Environments for Young 
Children*  112

Using Technology to Assess Children  120

How to Teach in a Child-Centered Program*  146

Applying Maslow’s Hierarchy to a Third Grade 
Classroom  175

Children’s House Daily Schedule  190

Boulder Journey School: Inspired by Reggio Emilia 
Educators  198

How to Use the Project Approach*  200

A Spanish Immersion Program*  212

The Eco-Environment in Early Childhood 
Settings  219

Higher Horizons Head Start  238

Five Essential Steps for Implementing the Common 
Core State Standards*  254

Older Toddlers in the World of Apps  292

Using Blocks to Help Preschoolers Build 
Mathematical Skills*  314

The Preschool Woodworking Center  329

The Kindergarten Achievement Gap Begins Before 
Kindergarten  340

Interactive Whiteboards in the Kindergarten 
Classroom  347

How to Use Literature Circles in the Elementary 
Grades*  390

Bright Ideas for Teaching Math  393

How to Use Technology as a Scaffolding Tool in the 
Preschool Classroom*  412

Teaching Standards with Technology  426

How to Guide Children to Help Ensure Their 
Success*  444

Teaching Peace and Conflict Resolution in the 
Classroom  446

How to Create Classroom Environments That 
Support Peaceful Living and Learning*  470

Kids with Special Needs Need Extra Special 
Touch*  490

Baking with Pre-Kindergarten Children with 
Autism*  496

How to Create a Parent-Friendly School*  533

The Home Library: Transforming At-Risk 
Readers*  539

*Voice from the Field: Competency Builders outline  
specific steps, strategies, or guidelines to guide early 
childhood professionals as they develop competencies  
or skills in these areas.

A01_MORR9604_13_GE_FM.indd   23 7/23/14   10:52 PM



# 150231   Cust: Pearson   Au: Morrison  Pg. No. 24 
Title: Early Childhood Education Today/ 13e     Server:                           

C/M/Y/K 
Short / Normal 

DESIGN SERVICES OF

S4carlisle
Publishing Services

A01_MORR9604_13_GE_FM.indd   24 7/23/14   10:52 PM



# 150231   Cust: Pearson   Au: Morrison  Pg. No. 25 
Title: Early Childhood Education Today/ 13e     Server:                           

C/M/Y/K 
Short / Normal 

DESIGN SERVICES OF

S4carlisle
Publishing Services

T h i r t e e n t h  E d i t i o n
G l o b a l  E d i t i o n

A01_MORR9604_13_GE_FM.indd   25 7/23/14   10:52 PM



# 150231   Cust: Pearson   Au: Morrison  Pg. No. 26 
Title: Early Childhood Education Today/ 13e     Server:                           

C/M/Y/K
Short / Normal 

DESIGN SERVICES OF

S4carliSle
Publishing Services

  LEARNING OUTCOMES 
  1.   Discuss how the early childhood profession is changing.  
  2.   Explain who an early childhood professional is.  
  3.   List the six standards for being an early childhood education 

(ECE) professional.  
  4.   Explain how to apply developmentally appropriate practice 

(DAP) to your professional practice.  
  5.   Describe how you can prepare for a career in early childhood 

education.  
  6.   Explain what a philosophy of education is and how you can 

develop your philosophy and apply it in your professional 
practice.  

  7.   Explain your understanding of what roles are expected of you 
as an inclusive early childhood professional.                

 BEING an 
EARLY 

CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATOR 

 You and the Path Ahead 

    CHAPTER 
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      nAEYC STAnDArDS   

27

     ever    since she was in high school, Renee Comacho wanted to teach young 
 children. Not just any children, but children with disabilities. During 

her junior year, Renee joined a summer volunteer intern program at her local child care 
center that had five children with disabilities. She really enjoyed work-
ing with them! That experience got her hooked on early childhood spe-
cial education! Today, Renee teaches K–3 in a public early childhood 
center of two hundred children that includes children with many kinds 
of disabilities. Renee is working on her master’s degree and wants to 
earn National Board Certification as an exceptional needs specialist. 
Renee works with teams of teachers and they are always learning how to accommodate 
lessons and activities to assure that they are meeting the needs of all children— 
especially those with disabilities. At the beginning of this school year, they all 
participated in training about how to accommodate the curriculum and classroom en-
vironments to support learning. They also learned how to involve families of children 
with disabilities. Renee and her colleagues have high expectations for all the children, 
so they want to make sure they do the best they can for them. As you can tell, Renee is 
excited about teaching and wants the best for her children. I hope you feel the same way! 

  ChangEs In ThE Early 
ChIldhood ProfEssIon 

 This is a wonderful time to be a member of the early childhood education profession. 
The field of  early childhood education     , which includes knowledge of how children from 
birth to age eight grow, develop, and learn, has changed more in the last ten years than 
in the previous fifty years, and more changes are on the way! Why is early childhood 
education undergoing dramatic transformation and reform?  

     ChangEs In Early ChIldhood EduCaTIon.     First, there is a tremendous 
increase in scientific knowledge about how young children grow, develop, and 
learn. This new knowledge helps parents and teachers view young children as being 
extremely capable and naturally eager to learn at very young ages. Second, all across 
the United States, educators have developed research-based programs and curricula 
that enable children to learn literally from the beginning of life. Third, influential 
research, such as the HighScope Perry Preschool Project, validates the fact that high-
quality education in the early years has positive and lasting benefits for children 
throughout their lives.  1   Additional research from the Abecedarian Project and the 
Chicago Parent-Child Centers (CPCs) demonstrate the long- and short-term benefits 
of quality early education and child care, particularly for children who come from 
low-income families.  2   The way children are reared and educated in the early formative 
years makes a significant difference in the way they develop and learn. When families, 
teachers, and other caring adults get it right from the start of children’s lives, all of 
society reaps big dividends. Fourth, more than 75 percent of all four-year-olds attend 
some kind of preschool program, and more than 1.3 million children attend state-
funded preschool education.  3   The demand for teachers for these children, as well 
as ongoing public and professional interest, will continue to focus attention on the 
early years and the importance they play in lifelong education. Finally, politicians are 
rediscovering young children. During the Great Recession of 2007–2010 and the years 
following, politicians either eliminated or reduced funding for preschool programs. 
Now, thanks in part to President Obama’s call for universal preschool in his 2013 State 
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of the Union Address, all seems to be changing, with more states joining the federal 
government in allocating more funding for preschools.

As a result of all these changes, the field of early childhood education is entering 
a new era, which requires well-educated early childhood professionals who are up-to-
date on current methods, who are willing to develop new and improved programs for 
children and families, and who will advocate for best practices for all young children. 
Ongoing change and how you can respond to it is one of the themes of the early child-
hood profession and this book.

Who Is an Early Childhood 
Professional?

Like Renee, you are preparing to be a highly qualified and effective early childhood 
professional, who teaches children from birth to age eight. You are going to work with 
families and the community to bring high-quality education and services to all chil-
dren. How would you explain the term early childhood professional to others? What 
does professional mean?

Early childhood professionals promote child development and learning; build 
family and community relationships; observe, document, and assess to support young 
children and families; promote positive teaching and learning for young children; and 
identify with and conduct themselves as members of the early childhood profession.

You are preparing to be an early childhood professional—that is, a person who 
successfully teaches all children (birth to age eight), promotes high personal and 
professional standards, and continually expands your skills and knowledge. You will 
teach all children and develop supportive relationships with them to help ensure that 
each child can achieve and be successful. For example, National Teacher of the Year 
Rebecca Mieliwoki promotes high-quality teaching based on her belief that students 
learn best when they have the most enthusiastic, engaged teachers possible.4

Professionals promote high standards for themselves, their colleagues, and their 
students. They are multidimensional people who use their many talents to enrich the 
lives of children and families.

Early childhood professionals constantly change in response to new jobs created 
by the expanding field of early childhood education. They continually improve their 
skills and knowledge. You can expect that you will participate in many professional 
development activities, will be constantly involved in new programs and practices, and 
will have opportunities to engage in new and different roles as a professional.

The Six Standards of 
Professional Development

Being a professional goes beyond academic degrees and experiences. High-quality 
professionalism in early childhood education has six integrated standards, all of which 
are important and necessary dimensions of your professional experience. These are 
located at the beginning of each chapter. Figure 1.1, “The Six NAEYC Standards for 
Early Childhood Professional Practice,” shows how each of these standards plays a 
powerful role in determining who and what a professional is and how professionals 
implement practice in early childhood classrooms. Let’s review each of these standards 
and see how you can apply them to your professional practice. In the video, George S.  
Morrison, EdD, Professor of Early Childhood Education at the University of North 
Texas, discusses the NAEYC Professional Development Standards. Professor Morrison 
clearly identifies how and why these standards are important for your professional de-
velopment. As you observe, make sure that you clearly understand each standard and 
how you can begin to apply them to your ongoing professional development.

early childhood 
professional An educator 
who successfully teaches 
all children, promotes high 
personal standards, and 
continually expands his or 
her skills and knowledge.

early childhood education 
The growth, development, 
and education of children 
birth through age eight.
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Standard 1: Promoting Child Development 
and Learning

Child Development.  As an early childhood professional you will need to 
understand child development and learning and how to promote them. Child development 
is the stages of physical, social, mental, and linguistic growth that occur from birth 
through age eight. Learning how to do this includes knowledge and understanding of 
young children’s characteristics and needs and the multiple influences on children’s 
development and learning.

Knowledge of child development is fundamental for all early childhood educators 
regardless of their roles or the ages of the children they teach. It enables an educator  
to confidently implement developmentally appropriate practices with all children. All 
early childhood professionals “base their practice on sound knowledge and under-
standing of young children’s characteristics and needs. This foundation encompasses 
multiple, interrelated areas of children’s development and learning—including physi-
cal, cognitive, social, emotional, language, and aesthetic domains; play, activity, and 

child development  
The stages of physical, 
social, mental, and 
linguistic growth that  
occur from birth through 
age eight years.

NAEYC Standard 1
Promotes child

development and
learning

NAEYC Standard 2
Builds family and

community
relationships

NAEYC Standard 3
Observes, documents,

and assesses to
support young
children and

families

NAEYC Standard 4
Uses developmentally
effective approaches

to connect with
children and

families

NAEYC Standard 5
Uses content

knowledge to build
meaningful
curriculum

NAEYC Standard 6
Identifies with and
acts as an early

childhood
professional

Figure 1.1 | �Six NAEYC Standards for Early Childhood Professional Preparation 
Programs

These standards of professional preparation provide guidelines for what you should know and be 
able to do in your lifelong career as an early childhood professional.
Source: National Association for the Education of Young Children, NAEYC Standards for Early Childhood Professional Preparation Programs, 
July 2009.
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learning processes; and motivation to learn to use their understanding of young chil-
dren’s characteristics and needs, and of multiple interacting influences on children’s 
development and learning.”5

Teacher of the Year Tina Repetti-Renzullo believes that teaching should take 
on many forms to meet the unique needs and learning styles of each individual. 
She believes that this is not an easy task, but it is the core of her responsibility as a 
teacher. Her classroom is a lively space where students are encouraged to access the 
content by employing their bodies and brains. In teaching students the letters and 
sounds of the alphabet, Tina uses tactile manipulatives, poetry, visual cues, song, 
dance, puppetry, and home language as much as possible in order to engage their 
cognitive processes.6

Multiple Influences and Child Development.  Young children are 
shaped by multiple influences that determine their life outcomes:

•	 Children’s culture. Culture is a group’s way of life, including basic values, be-
liefs, religion, language, clothing, food, and various practices. Culture determines 
the foods children eat, the kind of care they receive or do not receive from their 
parents, and helps determine how they view and react to the world.

•	 Language. Quite often in immigrant families, the burden of helping the non-
English-speaking family members communicate falls on the child. Children often 
act as interpreters for their families and have to learn to communicate as a sur-
vival skill.

•	 Social relationships. Getting along with one’s peers and significant adults, such 
as teachers, is as important a skill as learning to read and write. Unfortunately, 
many young children don’t have the parental guidance and support they need to 
learn the social skills necessary for peaceful and harmonious living.

•	 Children’s and families’ socioeconomic conditions. Children in poverty rep-
resent 24 percent of the total population.7 Research clearly shows that children 
in poverty do not do well in school and life. This means that you will teach chil-
dren in poverty, and as a professional you will be responsible for their learning, 
growth, and development.

•	 Children with disabilities. It is estimated that 13 percent of all children in pub-
lic schools have a disability of some kind.8 There is every reason to believe that 
this number will increase as methods for diagnoses increase. Children come to 
child care, preschool, and grades K–3 with many physical, behavioral, and learn-
ing disabilities. As an early childhood professional, you will care for and educate 
children with physical, behavioral, and learning disabilities.

Early Childhood and Special  
Education and You

Children with Disabilities.  As more children with disabilities are included 
in the regular classroom, early childhood and special education are blending and 
integrating. For example, kindergarten teacher Julie Sanders has in her classroom a 
child with autism and a child with attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD). 
As a result, she applies knowledge of typical and atypical child development. As a 
teacher of young children, you will more than likely have at least one child with a 
disability in your classroom. Consequently, it is important that you, like Julie, know 
the developmental characteristics of children with disabilities as well as typically 
developing children.

Throughout this text, you will find specific ideas and skills for accommodating 
children with disabilities.

culture A group’s way of 
life, including basic values, 
beliefs, religion, language, 
clothing, food, and various 
practices.
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